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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 1505 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: BEXP EG UK PFOR 

SUBJECT: UK PARTICIPATION IN SUEZ CANAL CLEARANCE 
REF: STATE 57545 

1. 1 TOLD FAHMY TODAY ABOUT HILDERSLEY'S INCLUSION 

IN US NAVY MOBILE COUNTERMEASURES COMMAND. HE HAD 
NO OBJECTION. 

2. FAHMY THEN NOTED THAT THERE HAVE BEEN SUGGESTIONS 
THAT THE UK NAVAL SURVEY TEAM CURRENTLY IN EGYPT HAS BEEN 
IN DIRECT TOUCH WITH EGYPTIAN NAVY. HE SAID THIS WAS 
NOT TRUE. UK NAVAL TEAM HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH SCA 
HEAD MASHHOUR, WHO HAS TWO EGYPTIAN NAVAL LIAISON OFFICERS 
ATTACHED TO HIM. BRITISH TEAM MAY HAVE TALKED WITH THESE 
EGYPTIAN NAVAL LIAISON OFFICERS, BUT FAHMY INSISTED 
THERE HAVE BEEN NO NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE EGYPTIAN 
NAVY PER SE. 

3. 1 TOLD FAHMY THAT, AS HE KNEW, WE HAVE BEEN IN 
TOUCH WITH THE BRITISH IN WASHINGTON AND IN LONDON 
ABOUT A POSSIBLE BRITISH ROLE IN THE MINE CLEARING 
OPERATION AND WOULD, OF COURSE, AT AN APPROPRIATE TIME 
WANT TO ALK FURTHER WITH THE EGYPTIANS ABOUT THIS. I 
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NOTED ADMIRAL MCCAULEY ARRIVED LAST NIGHT WITH AN 
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ADVANCE PARTY AND WILL BE SEEING MARSHAL ISMAIL, 

GENERAL GAMASY AND, WE HOPE, THE EGYPTIAN CNO IN THE 
COURSE OF HIS SIX-DAY VISIT HERE. 

4. WE AGREED THAT I WOULD TAKE ADMIRAL MCCAULEY TO 
CALL ON THE FOREIGN MINISTER AT A TIME CONVENIENT TO 
THE LATTER. 

EILTS 
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